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WELCOME FROM THE DIRECTOR 
 

Welcome to the Ponderosa High School Band 
Program.  We are thrilled to have you with us. 
 
You have entered into a very exciting, and very active 
organization.   The Band Program at Ponderosa High 
School is a much larger project than you might know.  
You may not realize all that happens "behind the 
scenes" to make the PHS Band Program run, but have 
no fear.   
 

In an attempt to help all families in the Band Program gain a better 
understanding of what we do, how we do it, and why we do it, we have put 
together the Ponderosa Band Program Student and Parent Handbook.   
 
This handbook is intended to answer questions that come up over the course 
of the entire school year in regards to the band program, but always seems 
to be a ñwork in progressò as we continually add new updated information 
every year.  Regardless, if you are new to the program or returning for 
another exciting year, we encourage you to read through the information 
provided in this handbook.  If you donôt find an answer, let us know.  After all, 
if it doesnôt answer a question you have, it may be something that others also 
need to know that we can include for next yearôs handbook!  
 
We will try to answer as many questions as possible in the following pages.  
If you have a question about the Band Program, or a certain activity within 
the Band, start with the Handbook.  If the answer does not lie within, feel free 
to call the Band Office with your question. 
 
Those of you that know me, know that I expect success.  That starts from the 
first rehearsal, through coming to rehearsal prepared with a positive attitude, 
and doesnôt stop until our final performance of any season, regardless if itôs 
on a marching field, in a gym, or on a performance stage.  I am a firm 
believer that if thereôs still time, thereôs time to improve.  As with everything 
you do in life, the more you put into it, the more you will get out of it. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
David Wick, Director of Bands 
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 PHONE NUMBERS & CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

 

Director 
Dave Wick 

david.wick@dcsdk12.org 
303-387-4125 

 

 

Band Booster Organization  

President  
Dana Moore  

danaemoore@hotmail.com 
303-840-3901 

Treasurer  
Elana Guthrie  

bekkguthrie@yahoo.com 
303-840-8979 

Secretary  
Anne Ducey  

anne@wildblue.net 
720-851-9860 

Recruitment  
Heidi Bradfield  

Heidi@Bradfield.org 
303-841-2805 

Publicity  
Debbie Santy 

thesanty4@msn.com 
720-851-9195 

Board Member 
Lee Hopkins 

leeahopkins@hotmail.com 
303-840-8797 
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PHS BAND BOOSTERS MAILING ADDRESS: 
P.O. BOX 2152 

PARKER, CO  80134-2152 
 

ALL STUDENTS AND PARENTS SHOULD JOIN OUR E-MAIL NEWS 
GROUP: 

Our e-mail list provides the most effective and timely method of communications to 
band families.  You can get performance updates, fundraising information and other 
important news via e-mail.   
 
To join simply send a blank e-mail to:  
phsbandboosters-subscribe@googlegroups.com   
 
You will receive details via e-mail.  You can easily manage how you want to receive 
updates, change your e-mail address, or even quit the group if you like.  
 
If you need assistance with the Google groups subscription process, please call 
Lee Hopkins at 303-840-8797 or leeahopkins@hotmail.com.   
 
 

WHO ARE THE BAND BOOSTERS? 
 
 
All Band Parents are Band Boosters!  The primary purpose of the organization is to 
raise funds to support the Band programs for our students at Ponderosa.  Without 
the Boosters organization, the Band program would not exist since the District does 
not fund the Band program. An equally important purpose is to provide enthusiastic 
support for the kids and their performances.  This ranges from sitting in the stands 
cheering for them to jobs such as helping move instruments on the field for 
performances, riding the bus as a chaperone, making sure the kids are fed, heading 
up fundraisers, driving the truck, etc etc etc!  Most of all it involves having fun and 
encouraging the kids.   
 

Booster funds pay for buses to transport the band 
to games and competitions, meals for students, 
uniforms, section instructors to assist Mr. Wick, 
props for shows, instruments, instrument repair, our 
truck to haul instruments and equipment, 
scholarships for graduating seniors, and much 
more.  Band fees paid to the school are transferred 
to the boosters to help finance the band program 
expenses but these fees are woefully deficient so 
we collect additional funds from each participating 
family as well as fundraise to supplement to budget.  
The Booster organization is comprised entirely of 
volunteers, there are no Booster employees.   
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The Ponderosa Band Boosters Club, Inc. is a Colorado corporation, and is 
considered a 501(c)3 organization by the Internal Revenue Service.  Payments 
made to the Boosters may or may not be tax deductible for parents if their student 
receives benefits such as transportation, meals, instruction, etc.  Each family should 
consult their tax advisor for a determination.  Contributions to the Boosters from 
companies in the community and individuals without students in the program are 
generally tax deductible.  Many companies have matching fund programs that will 
match employee contributions to 501(c)3 organizations.  If your employer has such 
a program, please consider making a contribution to the Band Boosters through 
that program. 
 
What can parents do to support the Band and the 
Boosters?  Get involved!  Sign up for a committee 
depending on how much time you can devote.  Some 
committees are active only for a few weeks to support a 
specific event, some are active for the entire marching 
season or winter percussion season.  The more parent 
involvement we have, the better the program becomes.  
Besides ï you get to know other band parents, you get 
to know the band students your kids are hanging out 
with, and you will find that they are all terrific people! 
 
Parents are encouraged to attend games and competitions to cheer on the band.  If 
you watch what these students are doing, you will be amazed at what they 
accomplish together.   

 
PHS BAND BOOSTERS MISSION STATEMENT 

 
The Ponderosa Band Boosters is an organization of parents with students who are 
current or former participants in the Band programs at Ponderosa High School.  
These programs include Color Guard, Concert Band, Jazz Band, Marching Band, 
Wind Ensemble, Winter Guard, and Winter Percussion.   
 
The primary purpose of the Band Boosters is to help 
provide financial, logistical, and moral support in a 
balanced fashion for all of these programs and the 
students who are participating in them. 
 
The Director of Bands is responsible for the direction and 
leadership of all of the band programs at Ponderosa High 
School. 
 
The Band Booster organization is led by the President 
and the Board of Directors, who work with the Director of 
Bands to help make the band programs successful. 
 
The PHS band programs are minimally funded by the 
Douglas County School District and so require the 
additional financial support provided by the Ponderosa Band Booster Organization. 
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SCHEDULE 
 

You made a commitment to the Band program éthat commitment starts with you 
being at rehearsal with an open mind and a desire to be great.  An excuse, even a 
great one, doesnôt change the fact that you arenôt there, are now behind, and your 
peers were forced to struggle along without you.  Will conflicts come up? 
éAbsolutely.  The most important thing to remember is that when you have a 
conflict, do your best to find a compromise and communicate with your section 
leader and Mr. Wick as early as possible.   
 
Carefully look at the schedule in this handbook and check the website 
frequently for updates and changes.  Make arrangements NOW to remove 
conflicts such as work, babysitting, doctor or dentist appointments and rides.  
None of these are excuses for missing rehearsal.  Also, get to know people in 
the Band who live near you and coordinate carpools. 
 
Is it possible to participate in fall sports or other activities?  éCertainly, however, 
we only rehearse regularly two days a week after school and you are expected to 
be at our rehearsals and performances.   
 
 
 
 

MARCHING BAND PRACTICE SCHEDULE FALL 2009 
 

Regular Practice Schedule from week of  
August 17th through week of October 20thth 

Mondays 3:00 - 6:00 
Wednesdays 3:00 - 6:00  

Home Football Game Fridays 3:00 ï 6:00 
Saturdays 9:00-12:00, 1:00-4:00 

 

¶ No practice over Labor Day Weekend. (Saturday or Monday!) 
 

Fall Break, October 19-23 
Practice Every Day! 

9:00 ï 12:00, 1:00 ï 4:00 
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MARCHING BAND PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE FALL 2008 
 

Friday Sept 4           Football vs. Rampart                     Parker Stadium  

Thurs Sept 17          Football vs. Palmer                        Parker Stadium  

Sat Sept 26              Friendship Cup Competition         Five Star Stadium  

Fri Oct 2                   Football vs. Thunder Ridge           Parker Stadium  

Sat Oct 3                  Pomona Marching Festival            Arvada  

Sat Oct 10                REHEARSAL  

Mon Oct 12              CBA 5A Metro Regional                  Littleton Stadium  

Sat Oct 17                Douglas Country Marching Inv.     DC Stadium  

Oct 19-23                 FALL BREAK -- REHEARSALS EVERY DAY  

Fri Oct 23                 CBA State Quarterfinals                TBA  

Fri Oct 23                 Football vs Douglas County          Parker Stadium  

Sat Oct 24                CBA State Semifinals/finals           Legacy Stadium/Aurora  

 
Football Games: 
The schedule changes depending on the day and time.  Details will be sent via e-
mail to the bandôs Google group (see pg 3 for how to sign up).  Students need to 
take black socks, change of clothing (layers, depending on weather) and snacks or 
money.  On game Fridays, students have practice immediately after school and 
leave on buses for the game.  Our home Football games are played at the new 
Parker Stadium on Newlin Gulch Road. For Saturday games, students have 
morning practice and then head to the game.  After games, students are required to 
help unload the truck when they return to school.  Parental help unloading is also 
appreciated so everyone can go home sooner! 
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Band Competitions: 
Competitions are between high schools within the state. They are based on 
divisions, which are determined by the school size, not the size of the band.  
Generally, the competitions we attend involve 3A, 4A and 5A sized schools.  We 
are a 5A school.  Some of the competitions may involve both a preliminary and 
finals performance.  Students are usually required to be at the school early in the 
morning for practice before loading and leaving for a competition.  Timing depends 
on when we are scheduled to perform at prelims. (Details will be sent to the Google 
groups a few days ahead of time as soon as they are finalized)  Students then load 
the truck and take a break for lunch.  If lunch is to be provided, the e-mail details 
will say so, otherwise, students should bring their lunch with them.  Students then 
load the buses and head to the competition.  Dinner is generally provided at the 
competition.  
 
Your student will need to bring: lunch (unless provided), black socks, change of 
clothing (layers of clothing depending on weather), and a snack or a few dollars for 
a snack.  You will see this becomes the ñstandard equipment listò for most band 
events.  This is in addition to all parts of their uniform ï uniforms are kept at school. 
 
All parents are encouraged to attend the 
competitions and cheer on the band.  If you 
wish to watch the performances from the 
grandstands, there is an entry fee to both 
the prelims and finals.  The hosting schools 
use these fees as a fundraiser for their 
program.  Many seasoned band parents 
volunteer to help in the Pit Crew, pushing 
equipment out on the field with the band, 
this way they can spend more time with the 
kids and get to see our band performance 
up close and for free.  Look for e-mails 
requesting pit crew volunteers.   
 
Whether fans and parents opt to purchase 
tickets and watch the other bands perform 
or not, they are always welcome and 
encouraged to find our band truck and visit 
with our band kids and other parents during 
competition downtime.  Often, there is even 
enough food for parents and siblings to join the band at meal times.  Naturally, the 
band comes first, kindly check with those providing the meals.  After returning from 
competitions, all students are required to help unload the truck.  Parents frequently 
help with the unloading too so everyone can go home.  Parents pick students up at 
the school after they return and unload, this is usually late in the evening around 
10-11 p.m.  
 
Parents can assist their students by offering encouragement, assisting with 
chaperoning on the buses or helping with student meals.  All parents are asked to 
donate one case of bottled water so that there is always water available for 
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the students.  Please bring the cases of water on a day when the truck is being 
loaded for a game or competition and put the water directly in the truck.  There is no 
storage space for water in the band room. 
 
State Competition: 
Students practice in the morning then load buses for quarterfinals competition.  
Parents are encouraged to do the following: 

¶ Come to school for the ófinal performance run throughô, which occurs at the 
end of practice. 

¶ Stand along Parker Road, usually between North Pinery and Main Street, 
with posters that encourage the band/your student, as the buses pass by. 

¶ Attend competition. 

¶ At the end of competition, when the students return to the school, line the 
hallway to cheer them with a ñheroôs welcomeò.  

¶ We do the ñsend offò and heroôs welcome when they head off to 
quarterfinals.  If they make semi finals ï we gladly do it all again the next 
day! 

 
 


